Red Rose
ChapteR
June 2008
Vol 1 No 6
Chapter No 7772

The Red Rose Chapter crossing the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco - well two of us anyway!
We waited as long as we could for the rest of the Chapter but nobody else turned up!

John and Sue Benn crossing the Golden Gate Bridge on a rented Road King
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Enjoying the sea at Crosby at April’s Rideout

Editor’s Note
I know it is a little self indulgent to use my
picture on the front page, but it is not everyday you get a picture of yourself going
over the Golden Gate Bridge on a Harley.
I have only been back a week, so sorry this
edition is a little lightweight - remember,
send in your stories and your pics, they all
help to make the eMag a little more interesting.
Keep an eye on the website for the latest
details of this month’s events.
Ride safe and have fun
John, Editor

D irec tor’ s R epor t
What a great day I had when I rode into Keswick with the
Chapter on my Mountain Bike! I got some ribbing about my
outfit and the legs! But who cares it’s all in good humour,
when I stopped for lunch on the top of Latrigg Fell the sound
of all the Harleys leaving Keswick was brilliant. I really must
get out on more rides this year both on the Harley and the
Mountain bike its a shame Harley don’t do a cycle rack for
the Fatboy then I could really maximise my time off!
105 years of Harley-Davidson, 25years of HOG and one year
for Red Rose Chapter it will be good to celebrate all that the
Chapter has achieved in its first year. We have had many ups
and downs but over all it has been amazing to get so many
members and enjoy such success, it is something we should
all be proud of being part of I know I certainly am and will
certainly be celebrating at Minehead.
Note:
HOG UK have informed us that you will not be able to buy a
ticket on the gate for admission only at Minehead. There
will be NO day tickets only. If you have
other accommodation (i.e. Caravan) on site, you will be
allowed entry but must source the ticket from the owner of
the accommodation.
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Southern California Road Trip
Needless to say we had a fantastic time during
our 10 day road trip around Southern California. I am not going to go into great detail, but,
thought I would share with you a few moments
from the trip.

Having a cool one in Clint Eastwood’s bar, the Hog’s Breath Inn in
Carmel - the beer is alcohol free in case you are wondering!

Where Sue would like to put me sometimes - banged up in Alcatraz

ably cold (I can hear you all saying ahhhhh!),
but by the time we got to LA the weather
had totally flipped to a heatwave - just in
time for the desert section!! Moral to the
story is take plenty of clothing layers. I set off
from San Fran’ in two t-shirts, a hoodie, a
fleece and a summer motorcycle jacket. By
the time we got to Palm Desert(106 oF) I was
down to a t-shirt (plus jeans of course).

We were joined on the trip by our friends,
Geoff and Iona Hull from Clyde Valley Chapter.
Our route was down Pacific Coast Highway
from San Francisco, through Los Angeles to
Dana Point. Then inland to Palm Desert and
then north to Yosemite National Park and back
to San Fran’.
When we set off the weather was unseason-

Splashed out at the Econolodge in San Louis Obispo - I know how
to treat a lady!

Ian Fitzpatrick gave us a tip to visit Topanga
Valley just outside LA - well worth it if you
are a 50/60s child like me - thanks Ian.

Wrapped up from the chilly weather next to the Pacific Ocean
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Other than visiting Santa Barbara and Santa
Monica (where Route 66 ends), we took advice from locals and decided to ride right
though LA on the interstate to pick PCH up
again at Huntingdon Beach - good decision.

wear a t-shirt, take frequent stops to cool
off and park your bike in the shade whenever possible.
Riding up from Barstow we had an over night
stop at the famous Dow Villa Hotel at Lone
Pine. Lone pine is adjacent to the highest
point in USA, Mount Whitney and the lowest
point, Death Valley. We rode as far as you
can go up Mount Whitney (around 9000 feet),
what an amazing view.

Made up for the Econolodge by booking into the Malibu Beach Inn
- that’s us with the hotel in the background - got my Brownie
points back.

US1 goes through some dodgy areas in LA.
Heading inland the temperature is always
higher, but, as I said earlier, we hit a heatwave
at just the wrong time. The desert is an awesome place to ride - the vastness just takes
your breath away, and so does the heat. This

Mojave Desert near Barstow - hot,hot,hot, - what a contrast to
a couple of days earlier

An amazing trip of 10 days over 1600 miles.
Memories? cold wind, heatwave, snow,
cruise control, french toast and syrup,
desert, Alcatraz, Chinatown, KLM losing my
new windscreen, not a drop of rain.

John & Sue Benn

The Route 62 Diner is attached to the Yucca Valley HarleyDavidson dealership and opens from 7am to 2pm - brill place for
breakfast

was my second trip through the desert so I
knew the score Top Tip - if you intend to ride
through desert sections, particularly in the
summer months, make sure you are properly
prepared i.e. do most of your riding in the
morning 7am to 12 noon, take plenty of sports
drink(gatorade), wear white clothing if possible, keep skin covered up even if you only

Two days after the desert picture at the top of the page, we
are above the snowline in Yosemite National Park - surreal
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Off The Record
June 2008
Since February we’ve organised quite a few events, ranging
from monthly social nights, chocolate tasting, IAM
motorcycle training, a curry night and rideouts to Settle,
Crosby, Stafford, Keswick and Liverpool. I hope that you
have all found these events varied and interesting. Of
course, we also have many other events lined up for the
months ahead. Please let us know how we’re doing
though. If you have any comments/feedback on any of
these activities do write to the corresponding officer (Kirsty
for events and activities; Jane for Ladies of Harley; Ian for
rideouts). Likewise, if you have any great ideas for future
events or rides, tell us all about them.
New Events Calendar
You will have noticed that our events calendar got a bit of a
revamp earlier in the year and became a fancy, colourcoded (sorry – I got carried away!) affair. The whole point is
to clearly display all our events in an easy-to-read format.
Again, if you’ve got any ideas for improvements, do let me
know. The calendar is accessible from the chapter website
and on the notice-board at PH-D. Please note that the
calendar is always changing so it’s worth revisiting the
website now and again for updates.
Even though it’s just half way through 2008 we have started
to map out events and rides for the 2009 calendar. So
again, if you know of any great events or rides or have any
pressing ideas for future activities, do get in touch.
Rally Liaison
For information, the calendar also lists most of the major
and local rallies. We cannot possibly attend all these
events but, where an officer is planning to go, his/her name
will be listed as a coordinator. Likewise, if you’re planning
to go to a rally, and would like to liaise with other
attendees, do let us know.
Locations for Chapter Meetings
We’ve also moved the default location for our chapter
meetings to the Derby Arms at Treales. It’s proving to be a
good choice. However, we’re very aware that our members
come from right across the North West region and we want
the chapter to be accessible to all. So, we’re on the
lookout for other handy locations for social meetings. To
date, Quattros at Cabus (north) and the Shireburn Arms
Hotel at Hurst Green (east) have been selected for a trial
run. Tell us if you know of any other biker-friendly locations.
Ride-Out Meeting Points and Departure Times
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One new feature on the events calendar is the
introduction of rideout meeting/pickup points. The default
meeting point for most rides will always be at Preston
Harley-Davidson. However, we are aware that getting into
(or out of) Preston city centre is not particularly easy, so
we’ve introduced a few pickup locations. These include
Carnforth Truckhaven M6 J35 (North), Tickled Trout
Services M6 J31 (East) and Knutsford Services M6
(South).
The calendar will indicate which pickup location(s) are
applicable for each rideout and their corresponding
departure time(s).
Rideout start times are meant to be departure times!
Well, that’s the plan going forward anyway. We got a bit
sloppy in the past and, as a result, kept people waiting
much too long before setting off. So, for clarity, if the start
time says (e.g.) “09:00”, that’s the time we should be
hitting the road. We need some time before departure to
check radios/equipment and provide a route/safety
briefing. Therefore, it is advisable to arrive at the meeting
point 20-30 minutes before the advertised departure time.
Of course, don’t forget “empty bladder, full tank” as well.
Chapter History
As Chapter Historian, I have also been busy developing a
template for the chapter history. Unsurprisingly, its format
is based on the new events calendar. Kieron is currently
making changes to the website to accommodate these
documents, so you should be able to see them online
soon. The chapter history thrives on personal anecdotes
and observations from all members so please send in
your comments.
2008-09 Subscriptions
What did you think of the existing subscriptions matrix?
A different fee for each month; confusing wasn’t it? We
agreed - it was also difficult to administer and forecast
against. So, for the next membership year, beginning on
1st July, a new, simpler matrix will apply:
Subscriptions 2008-09
Full Year(Jul-Jun) Half Year(Jan-Jun)
Full Member

£24

£12

Associate Member

£12

£6

Watch out - Amy will be chasing you for your
membership fees soon. The good news is that the cost of
joining this great chapter hasn’t changed this year!

Jeremy Addy
Chapter Secretary & Historian

Lesley and Peter, have a fantastic day later this month
when you celebrate your 40th
wedding anniversary.
All your friends at Red Rose
Chapter and Preston HarleyDavidson hope you have a
great day and, of course,
many more anniversaries.
Have a good one!!
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Preston Harley-Davidson
West Strand Park
Strand Road
Preston
Lancashire
PR1 8UY
01772 551800
www.harleydavidson-preston.com

Coming into June we have plenty going on
with the Custom Weekend on the 14th and
15th of June with the unveiling of two
special bikes by Polar cycles on the Saturday
and the band ‘The Pleasers’ on Sunday. We
will also be having a BBQ and some special
offers throughout the weekend. The 21st and
22nd we have the XR1200 launch weekend
with demos available over the weekend.
Having ridden this bike the other day it is
fantastic, it turns and stops like no Harley has
ever before!
Bike availability: we have managed to get a
black Fatbob and two Rockers which are
available immediately, one in Black and the
other in Blue, these are the last two available
until August or September so if you want one
you better be quick!
We are having a lot of success at the moment
with the XL883 with the 33BHP restrictor kit

fitted for new riders, this kit is only £99 fully
fitted, including VAT, allowing learner riders
to ‘Live the Dream’.
In Aftersales Harley-Davidson has reduced the
retail price of all accessories by ten per cent
so in conjunction with the Red Rose Chapter
ten per cent, defining the look of your
motorcycle has never been cheaper. We have
also fixed our menu service prices to ensure
your bike is ready to eat up those rally miles.
The Summer clothing range is amazing, if you
have not been in for a week or so come and
have a look there are lots of new clothing
and our new range of T-shirts with a new and
different back print. The new Buell line is
now here, and of course not forgetting the
fabulous garden furniture!

Greg, PH-D

A man appear e d be f o r e S t . P e t e r a t t h e P early G a t es. “ H ave yo u eve r d one anyt hing o f
par t ic ular me ri t?” S t . P e t e r ask e d.
“W ell, I c an t hink o f one t hing,” t h e man o f f e r e d. ” O n a t rip t o t h e Bla c k H ills o f So u t h
D a k o t a, I c ame u pon a gang o f bik e rs w h o w e r e t h r ea t ening a yo u ng w oman. I
dir e c t e d t h em t o leave h e r alone, b u t t h ey w o uld n’t list en.
So, I appr oa c h e d t h e largest an d most h eavily t a t t o o e d bik e r an d sma c k e d him in t h e
f a c e, kic k e d his bik e ove r, rippe d o u t his nose ring, an d t h r e w i t on t h e gr o u n d. I yelle d,
“ N o w, ba c k o f f , o r I’ll kic k t h e sh*t o u t o f all o f yo u!”
S t . P e t e r was impr esse d. ”W h en did t his h appen?”
“J ust a c o u ple o f min u t es ago.”
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Stafford Classic-bike Show
Well Sunday as predicted was wet and unfit
for human enjoyment! but a few of us did
brave it and turned up at the designated
meeting points.
I arrived at the Tickled Trout around 07:45 and
was soon met by John & Katie Holden, Paul
Sanderson and partner Lynne. After a
few grumbles at the weather we set off
(08:15) for the second meeting point Knutsford
services station M6.
Heavy rain still falling as we rolled into
Knutsford services, a crowd of waving hands
were spotted ( two persons) with smiling faces
and laughing at the stupidity of bikers having
fun it the rain! Dave Evans and John Fatboy)
and his family were there to greet us.
After a photo shoot & fag break (Sandy &
Lynne) we mounted up and rode onto Stafford
(still raining). Arriving on-site we parked up,
paid the entry fees and strolled into the event
(rain now a drizzle). If anybody has been to
the BMF show at Peterborough then this show
is something like that but a little smaller. First
things first, breakfast & a cup of tea was the

priority, that done we set about seeing what
the classic bike show has to offer?
Well as the name would suggest that is
exactly what it was! mostly British/Jap bikes
in pristine show condition and all manner of
spares and second hand bikes for sale.
Strolling around it’s like” opening Pandora’s
box “with just about everything you would
need to build or refurbish a project. In
adition I found a stall selling single phase
machines (lathes, stand-drills, Bridgeports
etc) to manufacture your own components.
Is it worth it????? well if you are into that
sort of thing and as it’s is on our doorstep
then as a day out it’s a must do!
Mid-afternoon and still raining (a little) it
was time set off home, dry out.... polish the
beast...have a beer and fall asleep (well
that’s what I did) till the next time.
See Ya,
Paul

Big thanks to Dave for leading the Liverpool ride, and pointing us all in the right direction to
food, drink and shopping etc! Thanks also for the ‘spares’ and charged radio I took, I’m really
pleased to have a full set of working stuff. Will be picking up a charger from Gordon soon.
14 members on 11 bikes turned up on the day, another good turn out, especially for a Bank
Holiday when some were at rallies and doing holiday stuff with family.
Thanks also to Keith and Swampy for ‘seeing us off’ and to add to Keith’s pics I believe Chris has
some that I am sure he’ll get to Keith and/or Kieron.
Looking forward to the next one. Catch you all soon.
Regards, Ian
Road Captain
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and finaLLY...
PICTURE CAPTION??

Picture Caption Anyone?

One Sunday, an old biker walks into church
and sits down in the front row. As the
preacher is beginning his sermon, the devil
suddenly appears at the altar. The members
of the congregation, including the preacher
himself, flee the church in terror, all except
for this one biker in the front row.
The devil notices this one biker still in the
church and walks down from the altar to
confront him. He roars to the man, “Do you
know who I am?” The biker replies, “Why of
course I know who you are,” he says, “You
are the devil.”

Saturday 28 June is our first anniversary
Gala day - a day for all the family. We have
a programme of events so keep a look out
for email updates and the website for the
latest news.
Kirsty

Note:

“And you’re not afraid of me like the
others?” the devil asks somewhat miffed.

At the next Chapter Meeting, 25 June, we will
be having a final discussion about last minute
plans for Minehead.

To which the biker replies, “No. Why should
I be? I’ve been married to your sister for the
last 25 years!”

Those that are planning to go down as part of
RRC, should attend so we can answer any last
minute questions.
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